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ISi?raS2ll^»^^^^^^ «>y thfe .nterna«ona. Preliminary Examining 

This REPORT consists of a total of 7 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

° 2enirn?eSl°d1S^Z^CL^^^^^^^ 

(see Ruie 70.16 and Section 607 of the ASfeS; ZS^Ssu^m^^^!"^ ""^"^ """^'^ '^'^'^ 



3. 



These annexes consist Of a total of sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the International application 
Certain observations on the International application 
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^S^^H^^"^^^^^^ PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



I. Basis of the report 



Description, Pages 

1-12 

Claims, Numbers 

1-22 

Drawings, Slieets 

1/3-3>3 



as originally filed 



as originally filed 



as originally filed 



TT«se etements w,m ava»le or fumfehed to » Autho*, in the following language: . which Is- 

O fte hnp„age <^ a «ansla.fon «,„|,hed for the purposes of the International sean:h (under Rule 23.1 (b)) 

O thelangua8eofpublloatlonofthelnten,ational application (under Rule 48 3(b)) 

!?ute Sci^rUT'"*" '""^ "'"^ intemasonal preliminao- examination (under 

O contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written fom>. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

° ^tti^^isy^^^^^^^^^^^ 

° 5fn?Kn ^^'"P"*-^ -«dable form Is identical to the written sequence 

4- The amendments have resulted In the cancellation of: 

□ the description, 

□ the claims, 
Q_.J!ie.diawlngs, 



pages: 
Nos.: 
jsheets: 



FonT^,PCT>IPElV:4Q9^(Janua^^ 2004) 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 



EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT>NL 03y00898 



5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made since thev have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 7a2(c)) ' ^ 

2po/if ^^^^^ conte/n/hp such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 

6. Additional observations, If necessary: 
IV. Lack of unity of Invention 

1 . In response to the Invitation to restrict or pay additional fees, the applicant has: 

□ restricted the claims. 

□ paid additional fees. 

□ paid additional fees under protest. 

El neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

^" ° R^i^'l^X tn^^^^^^ requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, accoiding to 

Rule 68.1 , not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. a^wuing to 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of Invention In accorxJance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 

□ complied with. 

13 not complied with for the following reasons: 
see separate sheet 

examffinrn e^blS^^^^^^^^^ •^r^oma^ona^ application were the subject of International preliminary 

□ all parts. 

El the parts relating to claims Nos. 1-12. 
1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-12 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) yes: Claims 1-12 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (lA) . Yes: Claim s 1-12 

No: Claims ~ 



2. Citations and explanations — ^ - 



. . -Form/.pcT/!PEA/409i(J^nuafy 2004) V - - -U* ^^/-v: -. 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



see separate sheet 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY . . 

-BCAMlNATIONI^lEPORT-^^ L^gg-g^ apphcatton No. PCT/NL 03^ 98 



Reference is made to the following document- 
D1 = US-A-5450706. 

Re Item IV 

1 . ^'^J^onV consKle. «,a. mere a™ 5 Invemlons oove,ed by *e Caims InCfcaied 
'■' SoTi* fslid'" ' P^'vided With a head and a 

SdTsJ^k su^ aflJ? "'"'^ '""^ ^"'^'^ With a head 



ill: 



IV: 



2. 



, — > — ..^.i^iiiy oil ctiiornaiive aistnc 

said disc compnses holes and slits sloping towarels said holes. 

^d a I^ckluch Is Mn""""" ^""""^"^ ™* a head 



21d a JL^'n alT ^"PP'>""8 Articles provided wim a head 

^d a Soklu^'l: Si'""""^ "^^^'^ ^""^'^"9 P-^vlded With a head 

ana a stick, such as lollipops, comprising an alternative distribution disc whe«h« 

The reasons for which the inventions are not so linked as tn forr« o . 
inventive concept, as required by Rule ^S.I PCT^Tas^llT ' 

^ document D1 and discloses- 

A d6\7lce fo^r-supplying-aTt1c|-esi)To-videa-^^ _. ,. 



, ^ • ' - — r ,„ ,^ 



3. 



4. 



INTERNATIONAL PREUMINARY , , . 

twist bunch wrapping machine; see also- column i . 

station (hopper (20)), bin (22). ^annS (aCTlSO rr^T''*'"^ ^ ^ 
flow, a dischaige station fo dischameTt^ ™ ^ "'^"'^'^ 

station (200)), and a distribution d^l plte mm ""^ "~ 
s.a«on and the discharge station, which d^^ib^SS, dil^ r^Z2'"^ '° 
rotation (clockwise) and has a series of holestt^al « 1.^ ^ ^ °' 
a-cumferance for accommodation of me heads of me artilfi^ ^ °= ^' 
Of the distribution disc comprises slits (grooveTM ,3« w ^^^^ 
Slides, which sNts extend from the holes tn .^? . 5' ao«>mmodatlon of the 
Wherein the slits comprisV^bottom tnl °' distribution disc and 

Situated at a ''o^s^<^sl^C^uC"^7JrJ'^ 

respectively (see: figures 1 and 3) '"reotion of rotation. 

ms 1, 13, 18, '9 and 20 IS already known from document D1. 
t^n^rferrs °' "'^'"^ ~ - ooaesponding 

leLrR*;- *^ ^^""^^•^ °' ""'^ '—n as 

examination report2i,o*ryli^S,JZr'' *" '"'--a"""-' P^H-nlna.^ 

1-12) Which relate to what T^te fte^!^ °' *^ "P"""^*"" ^"'^'^^ 

ai appears to be the main invention (Arltele 34(3)(c) PCT). 



Re Hem V 
1. Prior art 



packaging machineZgH^tac^'^l*:!"*'"'*"^^^ «^ « 

4-8), comprising a supply station (^orpeTSbh^^r'K'^^ ^ ' 

the articles in a disorder^ flow, a S^^ J'^.^^i <^«> (30)) '°^ 

orteriy flow (transfer static™ %ow and^^ or discharge of the artfcles in an 

eonnecting to flie supply steflon and tLr h <*al plate (llo)) 

n^t*te-i,t^irec«i^^^^"^^^2?^^J^s<«'on. Which dis,ribu«on disc Is 



5. 
6. 



8. 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY into ♦ . 

-EXAMlNATIQWIREPORT-^miWrE^^^ applicatfon No. PCTTNLQ^Qoegg ^ 

2. Problem 
i. Solution 

The subject matter of claims 1-12 ,s cteariy industrtally applicable (Art. 33(4) POT). 

p'TrnrVute eVbX'" ^ '^''^"^ "'^-^ 

!US >„"*"' ' i" accordance with Rule 6 3(b) PCT 

AdCK^ument reflecting the prior art is not identified in the description (Rule 5. 1 (a)(ii) 
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lii BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRA.WING 

□ SKEWED/SLAJSTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 



bi LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 
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□ OTHER: 
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As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
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the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 
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